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HOW TO GET THE MOST OUT OF THIS BIBLE STUDY

| wish you could see my face right now. You would see a radiant smile stretching from
east to west—a result of your decision to join me on this journey! I'm so happy | get to
share the best soul food in the world with you—the Word of God!

As you work through the lessons, | want you to feel as though you have a friend walking
and praying with you. Imagine we have cups of our favorite morning beverage (I love
lemon water or hot cocoa in the mornings), and we're coming together for genuine
Christian fellowship, to grow in our faith, and to support one another.

Before | move full speed ahead, though, | don't want to assume that you know how to
study the Bible. If you don't, no shame here. Everybody started at the beginning. |
encourage you to reach out to a trusted Christian friend or minister and ask for their
recommendations for reader-friendly resources on studying the Bible.

The Bible wasn't written in the 21Ist century or in English. Jesus was a Jewish Rabbi and
Messiah who walked the earth in the Middle East in the first century. Learning how to
study the Bible will help you understand the teachings, customs, and traditions of Jesus
and His people more clearly. This will transform your thinking and greatly enrich your life.

Now, let me put your mind and heart at ease. You are safe. You're safe to be vulnerable
and transparent as you work through this Bible Study. As you complete this Course,
please do so with a curious mind and an open heart. Investigate. Meditate. Notate. Dig
into the Word, pause to consider it, take notes of things that really hit your spirit, and
write your answers.

A word of advice—although the lessons are concise, don't rush through them. Linger.
Don't do a drive-by study. Let what you learn seep below the surface and take deep root
in your heart so it can produce much fruit in your life. Knowing Jesus more intimately
and your transformation are the goals, not how quickly you complete a lesson. So, if, for
example, you spend two days on a lesson instead of one, it's perfectly fine.

At the end of each lesson, you'll see a fun activity. This optional activity will give you the
opportunity to fuse your faith with fun!

Lastly, please read the invitation on the next page and sign your name on the line. |

sincerely want you to embrace this Bible Study Course as a PERSONAL INVITATION from
the Lord.

Are you ready? On your mark, get set, GO! Or should | say, on your mark, get set, COME!



le My Treaswre
1t is My gosd pleasure to extend
A persenal invitation to yow te join Me
On this journey, to experience My love
1 be there each time, waiting for you
S&W@CQIDCIQMWU’L@
Se yow can learn af Me
1 bhave planned for you
1 premise that youw will be filled when yow seek
lThe dsors will spen when yow knock
Please sign your name ts RSYP
Tor the table that has been reserved exclusively for you




@ DAY ONE - Introduction

Start
Here

PRAY: FROM YOUR HEART

When someone says “Come,” it's usually an invitation to a person or a place. For
example,

(o]

Come to my house
Come here

(o]

Come home

(o]

Come to church with me

[e]

We know that invitations are extended for many wonderful reasons. It could be an
invitation to an intimate event, such as a dinner or wedding. It could be an invitation to
participate in a conversation or a confession. Or it could be an invitation to something
totally new and unfamiliar.

People’s invitations may not always be in our best interests. But when God extends an
invitation, it's ALWAYS for our benefit and advantage. God invites us to come so that:

o We can get to know Him with our hearts, not just our heads

o We can learn to recognize His voice and understand His ways

o He can reveal the marvelous things He's planned for us

o We can be transformed by the renewing of our minds

o We will receive power to live as His disciples and His heart and hands on earth

1. When it comes to invitations, how difficult or easy is it for you to believe that the
most powerful and preeminent VIP to ever exist, the Creator God, the King of Glory,
wants to fellowship with YOU?

2. Why do you believe that?



@ DAY ONE - Introduction

3. Based on the statement near the beginning of this lesson, “But when God extends
an invitation, it’s ALWAYS for our benefit and advantage,” in what ways do you
hope to benefit from accepting the invitation to complete this Bible Study Course?

Satan offers us invitations, too. And they are NEVER for our benefit or advantage. They
invite us to embrace destructive forces such as fear, pride, lust, rejection, or the love of
money. The good news is that we don't have to accept his invitations. Jesus made a way
for us to close the door in Satan’s face forever and return his invitations as
“undeliverable.”

In John 10:10 (NKJV), Jesus says,

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have
come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”

4. How does Satan go about stealing, killing, and destroying?
5. Which invitation from Satan have you accepted most in your life?

6. Are you ready to return that invitation “Back to Sender™?



@ DAY ONE - Introduction

7. If so, what steps will you take to make it happen? Don't forget to rely on the strength
of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Grace, as you develop your action plan. You're a team,
so you're never alone:

Before we close in prayer, let me introduce an optional fun activity for this course —
riddles. At the end of each lesson, there will be a riddle for you to solve. You need to solve
each riddle and then determine what the answers have in common.

OKAY, LET’S PRAY TOGETHER:

Thank You, Jesus, for Your love that never weakens or wavers. Thank You
for laying down Your life so that | can live with purpose and freedom.
Your sacrifice is both a gift and an invitation that leads to the Father’s
heart, and it's the greatest invitation I'll ever receive. May | always seek to
live a life that glorifies You. In Your Name, | pray. Amen.

FUN ACTIVITY (OPTIONAL):
You're not allowed to use any resources for assistance. You got this!

TODAY'S RIDDLE:
I'm a code hackers can't crack, and | happen to love fashion. What am 1?




@ DAY TWO - Water Walkers

Start PRAY: FROM YOUR HEART
Here | READ: MATTHEW 14:22-33

The Bible is a supernatural book full of God-ordained encounters. No matter your past or
your present credentials, or lack thereof, in life, Jesus extends an invitation to ALL to
become supernatural Water Walkers.

This includes: KEY
VERSE

Q? The educated, the uneducated

Q? The poor, the wealthy Qo He said Come,
Q? The outcast, the brokenhearted Mw/wn /Deé% had
Q? The sick, the healthy come Wn&mf&,{%ﬂ
Q? The hopeful, the hopeless boat. be walbed on the
Q? The forgotten, those deemed misfits water ﬁﬂgﬂ &QJ” )

) Male and female

) Every race, nationality, and ethnicity Matthew 14:29 (NKJV)

Jesus loves us ALL and wants the best for every person! How do | know? Because He
already gave His best—Himself.

1. Insert yourself into the story in today’s Scripture passage. Describe the scene in your
own words. What do you see, sense, hear, smell, and feel?

2. How did Peter position himself to experience the miraculous?



@ DAY TWO - Water Walkers

3. What caused Peter to sink?

4. Based on this Scripture passage, list some specific characteristics of a Water Walker:

5. How many of the characteristics that you listed are true of you?

6. Do any of those characteristics scare you or make you uncomfortable? If so, which
and why?

7. Describe a time when you had a clear word from the Lord to do something, and you
responded in faith despite how it looked in the natural?

8. How did that situation turn out?

9. Write about a time when you took your eyes off Jesus and the outcome of doing
that:

10



@ DAY TWO - Water Walkers

e What are your takeaways from today's lesson?

e List one way you can apply one of your takeaways:

REFLECT

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER:

Heavenly Father, thank You that life with You is a wonderful adventure. |
accept Your calling as a Water Walker. Grace me to walk by faith and
not by sight, and to always keep my faith in You and eyes fixed on You,

not on circumstances. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

FUN ACTIVITY (OPTIONAL):
Friendly reminder: You're not allowed to use any resources
for assistance. You got this!

TODAY'S RIDDLE:
I'm a category; I'm not specific until someone finalizes their plans. Real
estate agents rave about my value. What am 1?

n



@ DAY THREE - Are You Thirsty?

Start | erav: FrRom YOUR HEART

Here READ: JOHN 7:37-38

On a hot summer day, nothing satisfies the body’s thirst like a bottle of cold water. But
what do you drink when your soul is burning with thirst?

You can be popular and may even attend church. You
may have tasted the finest delicacies and driven nice KEY
cars. Maybe you hold an influential position at work, in

e i VERSE
your community, or at church. Outwardly, you seem
just fine. You have friends, a stable family, plenty to eat

and drink. In fact, your fridge is stocked with enough 0””%@&*@6‘[“4/ that
food and beverages to feed a tribe. You have the W@#%@W
freedom to do what you want with your body, and JMWWM

perhaps you make the most of it. Yet your soul could be

aul, saying, If anysne

crying out for more!

That cry is an SOS for a divine connection with the Lord, te Me and. dvink.”
real love, true freedom, and a purpose-driven life that
makes a difference. No earthly pleasure or delicacy can John 7:37 (NKJV)

guench a soul that is dangerously dehydrated.

If that describes you, | encourage you to consider Jesus' invitation in John 7:37-38.

1. How did Jesus say a person’s spiritual thirst would be satisfied?

12



@ DAY THREE - Are You Thirsty?

2. Read John 4:5-15 and share your insights:

3. Contrast and compare natural water vs. spiritual water. Are there ways they are
similar, and in what ways are they different?

Natural Water Spiritual Water

13



@ DAY THREE - Are You Thirsty?

REFLECT

e What are your takeaways from today's lesson?

e List one way you can apply one of your takeaways:

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER:

Father, thank You for giving me life, for being my life, and for Your living

waters flowing through me to birth and cultivate life in others. Nothing

quenches my thirst like Your refreshing presence. May | never cease to
yearn for it. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

FUN ACTIVITY (OPTIONAL):
Friendly reminder: You're not allowed to use any resources
for assistance. You got this!

TODAY'S RIDDLE:
I have towels in my honor, | don’t overstay my welcome, and hotels are
one of my biggest fans? Who am I?

14




@ DAY FOUR - Rest for the Weary

Start PRAY: FROM YOUR HEART
Here | reAD: MATTHEW 11:28-30

Let's face it, the oppressive burdens of life can sometimes
wear us down and drain our strength. Even the strongest
saint can grow weary. Marital difficulties, the challenges of
raising kids, health issues, the heavy load of sin, and
religious legalism are examples of burdens that can weigh
on a person. God help us when challenges are super-sized
or come in bundles. We can certainly feel overwhelmed.

Jesus knew people would grow tired. In this passage, He
offers a powerful, compassionate solution to a persistent
problem—His rest and renewal in exchange for our
weariness, His strength in exchange for our weakness. We
can't lose with an arrangement like that!

1. In your own words, describe the kind of rest Jesus offers:

2. Are you feeling overwhelmed by any heavy burdens today?

KEY
VERSE

Come to Me, all ysu
who laber and are
ety ladon, and T

Matthew 11:28 (NKJV)

3. If so, are you relying on your strength or His to carry you through?

15



@ DAY FOUR - Rest for the Weary

4. If yours, how can you exchange your weariness for His rest and your weaknesses for
His strength?

5. Read T** Peter 5:7 and describe what this Scripture is communicating:
6. How can you tell when you've cast your cares upon the Lord?

7. Being a part of a loving Christian Community is beneficial in many ways. Read
Galatians 6:2 and describe one of those ways:

8. Provide a specific example of bearing one another’s burdens:
9, If you're not dealing with any heavy burdens right now, do you know someone who is?

10. If yes, is there a practical way you can help them? If so, how?

16



@ DAY FOUR - Rest for the Weary

e What are your takeaways from today's lesson?

e List one way you can apply one of your takeaways:

REFLECT

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER:

Heavenly Father, Your Word says that Your grace is sufficient for any
challenge I'll ever face and that Your strength is made perfect in weakness.
I give You my burdens and accept Your rest. | give You my worries and
accept Your peace. | give You my weaknesses and accept Your strength.
My hope is in You, Lord, and | thank You for working all things together for
my good. Even as | walk through this day, | find comfort in the tenderness
of Your loving presence. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

FUN ACTIVITY (OPTIONAL):
Friendly reminder: You're not allowed to use any resources
for assistance. You got this!

TODAY'S RIDDLE:
I'm alive, and | don't like being missed. Projects love my presence.
What am I?

17



@ DAY FIVE - Children, Come

Start PRAY: FROM YOUR HEART
Here | ReAD: MATTHEW 1913415

When Jesus rebuked the disciples and commanded that little children not be hindered
fromm coming to Him, He demonstrated His unconditional love and high regard for them,
as well as the importance of encouraging children to seek Him and His blessing.

1. If you are a parent or have children in your care, or for

any child in your life that you love, list specific ways KEY
you can encourage them to seek Jesus: VERSE
‘But Jesus said,
Let the little children
come te Me, and ds

of such s the kingdom

Matthew 19:14 (NKJV)

2. Did you dedicate your child/children to the Lord? If not, and they are still young,
would you consider doing so?

3. Why or why not?

18



@ DAY FIVE - Children, Come

4. If you dedicated your child/children to the Lord, why do you feel it was important to

do so?

5. If your life were the only example of a Christian your child ever saw, would it

encourage them to seek Jesus?

6. Why or why not?

7. Below, read Matthew 18:1-5 and write the truths Jesus was highlighting in this

passage:

VERSE

TRUTHS

Al that time the disciples came to Fesus, saying,
"Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”
Then TFesus called a little child to Him, set him in
the midst of them, and said, 'Assuredly, I say to
you, unless you are converted and become as little
children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of
heaven. Therefore whoever humbles himself as this
little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
Whoever receives one little child like this in My
name receives Me.

8. What characteristics associated with children should we embrace in our spiritual

walk?

19




@ DAY FIVE - Children, Come

e What are your takeaways from today's lesson?

e List one way you can apply one of your takeaways:

REFLECT

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER:

Father, there is no greater title | could ever have than being called Your
Child. I pray that I'll trust You and take You at Your Word, for You are a
loving and faithful Father. | also pray for my children and every child in my
life that they will develop an eternally personal relationship with Jesus, be
rooted and grounded in His love and truth, and fulfill the purpose for which
You created them. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

FUN ACTIVITY (OPTIONAL):
Friendly reminder: You're not allowed to use any resources
for assistance. You got this!

TODAY'S RIDDLE:
My first is a big deal, | can be blind, and | can’t be separated from a
calendar. What am I?

20



@ DAY SIX - Do You Like to Fish?

Start | erav: FrRoMm vour HEART
Here | READ: MATTHEW 418-20

I've never been fishing, and it's not on my bucket list. |

thought it might be something | would be interested in KEY

doing at some point in my life. But the recent spectacle |

observed of two women fishing, surrounded by a swarm VERSE

of bugs, shifted my “maybe” gear back to the “no, thank

you” gear. [hen He said te
them, “Follsuw Me,

| admire fishermen and their work. Can you imagine a MIWL//M%@W

world without the food they provide? Their work is ] :

indispensable. This noble profession dates back to ﬁém &fmen

ancient times. In fact, several of Jesus’ 12 disciples were

. Matthew 4:19 (NKJV)
fishermen.

1. In our key passage today, Jesus is speaking about a different kind of fishing.
Describe it:

2. Do you believe that being a fisher of men applies only to those in ministry, such as
an Evangelist, or is it the responsibility of every Believer?

3. Ifyou believe it's the responsibility of every Believer, write about how you feel about
witnessing to others:

21



@ DAY SIX - Do You Like to Fish?

4. What are some traditional ways you can use to tell others about the saving grace of
Jesus?

5. ldentify some creative ways you can use to show others the saving grace of Jesus?

6. On a scale of 1to 10, with 10 being the highest, where would you rank your efforts, at
this point, at being a fisher of men?

7. Explain your answer:

8. Are there ways you can be more intentional about sharing your faith?

9. Who did God use as a fisher of men in your life to help lead you to Christ?

10. List the ways their life was a witness to you:

22



@ DAY SIX - Do You Like to Fish?

e What are your takeaways from today's lesson?

e List one way you can apply one of your takeaways:

REFLECT

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER:

Lord Jesus, thank You for Your precious blood that made my salvation
possible. | ask that You give me wisdom and boldness to be intentional
about sharing my faith so others can taste and see how good You are. As
opportunities present themselves, | thank You, Holy Spirit, for giving me the
words to say and pray, and the actions to take that reveal the Father'’s
heart for that person. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

FUN ACTIVITY (OPTIONAL):
Friendly reminder: You're not allowed to use any resources
for assistance. You got this!

TODAY'S RIDDLE:
If I'm having a bad day, it can cause hungry people to have a bad
day, too. Smiling salutations are my forte? Who am 1?

23



@ DAY SEVEN - Come and See

Start | erav: FrRom YOUR HEART

Here READ: JOHN 1:35-39

Jesus so captivated these two disciples of John the Baptist that they began to follow
Jesus. They asked Jesus a question and received the invitation of a lifetime—Come
and see. They ended up spending the day up close and personal with the Lamb of God.

What a pivotal, life-changing moment. I'm sure that event went down as one of the best
of their lives!

1. Imagine you were one of those two people following
Jesus, and He turned to you and asked, “What do you
seek?” What would your response be?

KEY
VERSE

He said to them,

came and saw. where
2. Jesus was always wise and discerning when dealing ]
with people, and gracious and welcoming to those fle was staying, and

who sought Him sincerely. Do you think “Come and remained with Hcm
see” was only an invitation to show them where He hal W W i

was staying physically? Explain your answer:

John 1:39 (NKJV)

You and | have been wonderfully graced with the same invitation those two followers
received—to “Come and see”™—to spend one-on-one time with the Lamb of God. Every
day, we have a sacred opportunity to sit at His feet, learn from Him, and learn about Him.
We've been given the high and holy honor of being able to come and see the things this

extraordinary King has prepared for us. It's an open door, not bound by time, space, or
place. And it never closes.

24



@ DAY SEVEN - Come and See

4. At this point in your journey, which description below best describes your
relationship with Jesus? (Circle one)

Cold Lukewarm Hot

5. Why did you choose that description?

6. If you said your relationship with Jesus was Cold or Lukewarm, what's hindering you
fromm moving it to one that is Hot (fervent, deep, and consistent)?

7. This passage states that the two remained with Jesus that day. This turned into a
Holy Ghost Fellowship. Was there ever a time when you pursued Jesus and
remained with Him all day? If so, please describe it:

8. How did that experience change you?

9. If you haven't had a time like that yet, are you open to planning one? Explain your
answer.

25



@ DAY SEVEN - Come and See

e What are your takeaways from today's lesson?

e List one way you can apply one of your takeaways:

REFLECT

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER:

Dear Heavenly Father, | long to follow Jesus and to walk worthy of my
calling. | believe | can do this because Your Word says | can do all things
through Christ, who strengthens me. Please flood my path with the light of
Your wisdom and anchor my soul in Your love and joy. As | trust in You with
all my heart and acknowledge You in all my ways, | thank You for leading
and guiding me in the way | should go. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

FUN ACTIVITY (OPTIONAL):
Friendly reminder: You're not allowed to use any resources
for assistance. You got this!

TODAY'S RIDDLE:
People wish for more of me, but there'’s never enough. | can be
impatient, but | can’t be stopped. What am I?

26



Selse the Riddle

Write your riddle answer from each day below, then solve the final question

e Dayt:

 Day 2:

 Day 3:

o Day 4:

« Day5:

 Day 6:

e Day 7:

Question: What do these words have in common?

*Answers are on page 29 of this Bible Study
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Prayer to Receive Jesus

AS YOUR LORD & SAVIOR

If by chance, you were not a Christian before completing this Bible Study, but now want
to be, I'm beyond honored to lead you in the following prayer:

Dear Fesus,

You're real. I'm a sinner coming to You, recognizing my need for a Savior. Please forgive me and
cleanse me of my sins. When You hung on that cross, I believe You took the punishment for my
sins. Thank You for dying for me so that I could live eternally with You. I want to know You. I
want the loving, genuine relationship with You that I was created to have. I believe You are the
Son of God and that God raised You from the dead. I surrender my heart and life to You. Fill me
with Your precious Holy Spirit, so I'll be empowered to become, do, and receive all You purposed
for me to become, do, and receive. And give me the grace to live a life that glorifies You and
makes You smile.

In Your Name, I pray. Amen.

CONGRATULATIONS, AND WELCOME TO THE FAMILY OF GOD!!!

Your next step is to join a loving, spirit-filled church that places a high priority on:

Worshipping Jesus

Discipleship

Loving people and serving others

Teaching you to know Jesus for yourself

Equipping you to understand the Word so you can be a doer of it

O O O O o

Pray and ask the Lord to direct you to this place where He would have you be. A place
where you can be planted, grow, blossom, and serve.

Don't be discouraged if you have to visit a few places before you find your new church
home. Choosing a church to join in a Christian Covenant is very important. Consider
asking a trusted Christian friend for a recommendation. And remember, there is no
perfect church because congregations are made up of imperfect people.

28



FREE ONLINE BIBLE STUDY RESOURCES

The following sites offer abundant Bible study tools. These tools will help you learn, study,
and apply God's Word.

These sites are offered as resources and are in no way intended to be or imply an
endorsement by the publisher or author, nor does the publisher or author vouch for the
content of these sites. There are plenty of other online resources. Consider asking a
trusted Christian friend or minister for their recommendations.

o www.biblehub.com

o www.biblegatewqy.com

o www.biblestudytools.com

ANSWERS TO RIDDLES:

Day 1: Dress Code
Day 2: Location
Day 3: CGuest

Day 4: Deadline
Day 5: Date

Day 6: Hostess
Day 7: Time

Question: What do these words have in common?

Answer: They are all words associated with an invitation.
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Felicia Harris-Russell, “God’s Joy Girl,” has dedicated over 35
years to serving in various roles in Christian ministry. She is
the Founder and Overseer of Christ The Preeminent One
Kingdom Ministries, a Prophetic & Apostolic Ministry dedicated
to fulfilling the Great Commission with signs, wonders, and
miracles following. Felicia graduated from Spelman College with
honors, earning a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology. She is also an
Ordained Minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Her passion is helping people cultivate a joyful, intimate relationship with Jesus and become
disciples—those who actively live out His teachings and reflect His image on Earth. She lives in
Georgia with her husband, Ben, and her pet bunny, Christmas Eve. Some of her favorite things
include watching Christmas perform binkies, reading, watching mysteries, working on jigsaw
puzzles, walking in the park, and enjoying generous scoops of vanilla bean ice cream.

Felicia’s Website: https://www.feliciaharrisrussell.com
CONTACTING FELICIA

You can reach Felicia by completing the “Contact Me” form at
https:/feliciaharrisrussell.com/contact-me/

FELICIA'S NEWSLETTER

Don't forget to sign up for the electronic newsletter to receive her latest news and updates,
including when new Bible Studies are published and more!

If you like reading Christian fiction (short stories), then you'll definitely want to sign up. Felicia
writes 1to 2 inspiring short stories per month!

DONATIONS

If this Bible Study Course has blessed you and you would like to donate to help Felicia make more
Bible Studies available to everyone, regardless of their ability to pay, you can donate through
Christ The Preeminent One Kingdom Ministries’ website (the Publisher of this Bible Study Course,
a 501c3 organization) at https:/ctpokm.org/donate/

Or you can mail your gift (please do NOT send cash in the mail) to:

Christ The Preeminent One Kingdom Ministries
ATTN: Bible Studies Team

P.O. Box 2364

Stockbridge, GA 30281
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I m se glad we had this time together!

Love & B[@M[ng&
felicia
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